Mass abandonments or unusual mass deaths of flying foxes 

There have been a number of events this year (2011) in Queensland involving mass abandonment of flying fox young. Over 600 Spectacled flying fox young (Pteropus conspicillatus) were recorded ‘abandoned’ from the Cairns city colony over a period of 3 months, involving young of various ages, but over a half of them were preterm or under a month old. About 100 Grey headed flying foxes (P. poliocephalus) from both Canungra and Gympie colonies were ‘abandoned’ over just a couple of nights and these were virtually all under a month old, an age they would normally be on their mothers 24 hours a day.  Canungra had a similar event in 2008 with nearly 300 ‘abandoned’ young. Several hundred Little Red flying fox (P. scapulatus) were also reported dead and dying from Eliot Falls in Cape York, involving both adults and young.
Mass abandonments or unusual mass deaths of flying foxes should be reported to your AWHN wildlife coordinators (and to state conservation agencies) to discuss potential of further investigation. AWHN wildlife coordinator contact details: http://www.wildlifehealth.org.au/AWHN/ProgramsProjects/Programs.aspx?id=9  
The Queensland Centre for Emerging Infectious Diseases (QCEID) [http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/4791_18617.htm] is proposing to collate, review and analyse the apparent increasing number of unexplained mass abandonment/ /morbidity/mortality events in flying foxes. QCEID would welcome incident data (via debra.melville@qld.gov.au) and is currently developing an incident report form which will be available on its website [http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/4791_18617.htm] in the near future. 

If you see any signs of disease that are unusual or clusters of wildlife deaths then you should contact your local AWHN Wildlife Coordinator or call the Emergency Animal Disease Watch Hotline: 1800 675 888 http://www.daff.gov.au/animal-plant-health/pests-diseases-weeds/animal/spotted  
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